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Education Outreach

Science Teachers Organization picks Myers to Represent Central Western Section

Sheila Myerd-LIEducation Outreach Coordinator, was asked by the Central Western section of the Science
Teacher#&ssociation of New York State (STANYS) to act as a section representative for environmental educa
As a representative, Ms. Myers will be collaborating with other environmental science teachers statewide to
deliver educational programs and news orelyntopics at conferences, seminars, and via newsletters
coordinated by STANYS.
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Sheila Myerdhas set up #Bviki page so that KL.2
students can post questions about the Finger Lakes .
environment and receive answers from various -

scientistCurrently Ms. Myers is working with Janet “

Siegel, high school science teachéna(City of
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free website that hosts educationabnpages similar to WikipedidJserscan access the page and depemgl

on their level of accesreate, edit and post files, pictures and other media as well as post comments. The si
http://myplacefingerlakes.pbwiki.cois a test site aessible to the students at the School Without Walls to post
guestions about the Finger Lalad Seneca Lake in particuldihese students will be taking part in Fineger

L akes ISaendeiornt SeneeadOS) program and in May will be conduetmgyth research eboard

The William Scandlimgsearch vessel on Seneca L#kie proves successful the plan is to makd@&ngi site
available to all schools that participate in the SOS.

Ms. Myers is visiting the classroom to prepare thersgsidr their SOS experienc8esides talking about the
Finger Lakes watershed and potential pollution threats, Ms. Myers will be working with scemtific inquiry
projects andoriming them for the boat tripdany of these studes have never been onb@at! For more
information about this project contact Ms. Myessraters@hws.edu

FLI Grant Supports Teacher Workshops
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The Rochester Area Collegasnter for Excellence in Math
and SciencéRACCEM) has awarded the Finger Lakes Ing g
(FLI) $14,500 to provide professional development .
programming to teachers in the areas of science, techno’ .
engineering and math education. Thanks to the RACCEN
grant, the FLI will offer teachers a wodgslon the ecology |+
of Finger Lakes watersheds. Working in collaboration wit".- =7
Meghan Brown, assistant professor of biology at Hobart .~
William Smith Colleges, and Bruce Gilman, professor in il

department of environmental conservation at the Finger
Community College, the FLI will host 20 middle and high ‘}..
school teachers from school districts in the Finger Lakes re
(including the City of Rochester School District) from Aug. 3 through 5.

During the workshop, teachers will be introduced to lesstoresin wetland and aquatic ecology and will also
visit a number of field sites including: a canoe trip on Canadice Lake; a trip on Seneca Lake Timboard

William Scandlingesearch vessel; and a hike on Rob's Trail in the He@doeklice watershedAspart of the
program, teachers will receive a stipend and will commit to implementing a lesson plan about the Finger Lake
environment for their students dytime 20092010 academic yearSheila Myers, education outreach

coordinator at the FLI will beardlinating the program and providing follewp networking opportunities for the
teachers who participate over the course of the project to encourage dggpeer professional learning
community.

Additionally, participants will be encouraged to shafermation with colleagues in their own district and
collaborate with participating teachers to share information with the broader community of educators-at a RA(
CEMS STEM Educators' Collaboration Event and the FLI's annual confézanbherom theafl of 2009.
Applicationswill be accepted from March through April 9, from sixth through 18tlade science teachers in

the 9-county Rochester metropolitan regioragélevisit the RACCEMS Web git&n://www.raccens.organd

Finger Lakes Institut&p://fli.hws.edu/education.asp/for more informatiorOr contact Sheila Myers, FLI
Education Outreach Coordinatorsatyers@hws.edu

In the photo above, Myers is working with teachers at Montezuma wetlands testing soil samples last summer

Community Outreach and Public Service

Time to Get Down and Dirty

ByHWS Student§tacey Rice and Samantha Lesser
Photos by Sarah Meyer

While may HWS students were lounging on the beach or .~
resting at home during Spring Break, eight HWS students Ve
picking up trash along the muddy Cedar River in Cedar Raj
lowa. The group, led by Sarah Meyer from the Finger Lake
Institute (FLI), participate@dthe river cleanup through an :
organization called Living Lands and Waters (LL&W).

LL&W is a organization based out of East Moline, lllinois ari
founded by Chad Pregracke. Pregracke grew up on the
Mississippi River and established the organization98, Edter
years of noticing the trash in and around the river. Théongmr of i t gr oupds mi ssi on

preservation and restoration of the natur al envi
expand awarenessfe@nvironmental issues and responsibility encompassing the river, and to create a desire a
an opportunity for stewardship and responsibilit

move around the country, helping places that nethe@ imost.

HWS, FLI and LL&W have partnered in the past and offered many opportunities to students that allow them t
give back to their community through service to rivers and waterways. Last year, students spent their break
cleaning up the Ohio Rivier Kentucky. This year, HWS students worked on a small portion of the Cedar River,
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which was devastated by the lowa floods durdnge2008. Most people do not know or realize that the floods

in Cedar Rapids displaced more people than the floods creatddupsicane Katrina did in 2005. The flood
reached nearly 20 feet above the flood stage and, covering approximately two miles on both sides of the rive:
in water.

The trip featured a stay at the Malabar Farm Hostel on an organic farm

Lucas, Ohio, bothn the way to lowa and heading back to HWS. Spend

time at the hostel really helped to break up the 16+ hour car ride! Afte | ,
arriving in lowa we were all eager to get out and start our work. Every :
morning, we would arrive alaktofthehe“""'_eﬁ%
river at 9AM. We got into cargo boats and headed upstream, picking &
debris left by the flood along the way. The waste ranged from small tc
large. We gathered wrappers an&tyrofoampackaging, thousands of
pens and highlighters from a pen fagtthat was destroyed in the flood,
lumber, old appliances, tires, furniture, an intact doghouse, and even
exterior walls from sheds and houses that had been ripped off by the
power ful fl ood wat er s.iinEludimg stuifed n
animas, snow globes, tricycles, dolls, a pirate rulthekyand even a \
basketball hoop were added to t he¢

» ,r en
pil e
It was dirty work but we had a good time. On nice days, our boat drivers would add a little excitement to the
ride and speed through tret her boat 6s wake. With speed came f|
we all had dirt in our ears, up our noses and plastered all over our clothes. If anything, this mess enlightenec

crew, and made the work much more fun. By the enéofthr i p, we werendt afraid
crawl under tree branches to remove debris.

On our last night in Cedar Rapids, we met with a few students from Coe College. Coe is

| ocated in Cedar Rapids, and aslgreattecconnece r )
with a college that has similar goal s, ¢
Meyer on t.NWewererallegodagendoheooftheir Environmental Club meetings
and got a campus tour from the clubds pr
The students there have worked W®itldexhao establish optional Trayless Dining

everyday of the week. Theslso have a bikgprogram where students can rent a bicycle
for the day. Although Coeds campus i s s
place on campus, the bikes get plenty of use on the nearby trails and in downtown Cedar
Rapids.

Johnatha Patt er s on AbeindtiveeSpringoByedkih beicduse othe social and service
opportunities it provided. o0l enjoyed meeting ne
especially in a place that needed helpasbadls Cedar Rapids. é6 Overall, ev
LL&W crewmembers were ligigarted and funny, but very hard working and inspiring people whose actions
spoke louder than their words. Friendships were made, and our efforts have not gone unnthtecpdople of
Cedar Rapids. KCR®GV in Cedar Rapids did a news story on our volunteerism
(http:/mwww.kcrg.com/news/local/41543212.htrijland several people passing by the river personally thdnke
us for our service to their community.

If you want to learn more about LL&W, or the crew, chedktmut/www.livinglandsandwaters.orgFor more
information and a blog about this trip, headHip://flialternativespringbreak.blogspot.com/

An additional article about the Cedar Rapids Alternative Spring Break Trip can be read at
http://www.hws.edu/dailyupdate/NewsDetails.aspx?aid=11735

Rayza SantiagfS dsta%tudent ambassador representing HWS, the FLI, and the HWS Center for Community Engagement and
Servicelearning in their mission to promote fosder education, outreach and community engagement programs that connect the
Finger Lakes environment with numerous stakeholders, educa

Rayza Reports- Seniors Help Schools Recycle
By Rayza Santiag®9
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More than 25 teachers and students attended a recent
Finger Lakes Institute workshop on recycling in schools,
based on a lesson plan created by seniors Ryan Aruck '09
and Alison Rodman '0% gart of the Senior Integrated
Experience with Darrin Magee, assistant professor of
environmental studie$he goal of the workshop was to

give teachers and students the tools needed to start
recycling programs in their respective schools by increasing
awareness and education about recyclifipe "Recycling

101" lesson plan was launched at the Geneva Middle
School with assistance from Rayza Santiago, Bonner Leadel
for the Environment at the Finger Lakes Institute.

Aruck and Rodman were able to providsight into what

they felt was important in educating students about
recycling: the "wow" factor and hanrads, physical activities that allowed students to move about the classroom.
The activities were presented at the workshop so attendees could enghgmn.

Santiagothen led a discussion on recycling cell phones and etfeste and encouraged teachers and students
to develop an ewaste recycling program in their schools by providing the necessary materials and collection
boxes. Several studentsom the South Seneca environmental club who attended the workshop were excited
about the opportunity to develop the pregn and use it as a fundraisdreachers and students from Auburn
Middle School also plan to start such a program in their school.

Toview the "Recycling 101" lesson plan, visitihger Lakes Institute Web site

What Time i€arth HourSet your Clock!
by James Landi, HWS Sustainability Coordinator

TheHobat and William Smith Collegéxoes Green Program is proud to announcetti@Collegesvill
participate inEarth Houron Saturday,March 28 at 8:30-9:30pm.

The event is a global initiativeoordinated by the World Wildlife
Fundwhere millions of pgde- businesses, governments, schools,
and individuals show their support for action on climate change |
turning off their lights for one hoitready hundreds of icons and
landmarks around the world signed up to turn their lights off for Earth
Hour 2009ncluding- the Eiffel Tower in Paris, Sydney Opera House,
Acropolis and Parthenon in Athens, The London Eye, and many dther,
is expected that over one billion people will go dark for the Earth Hour! EARTH HOUR

In addition to the entire HWS campus Fatiger Bkescommunities are encouragidiow suit andsign upto
participate in Earth Hour, atww.earthhourus.grtp showsupport for turning offab n-es s ent iaadl 6 |
international governmental action to naitegdimatechange.

Earth Hour, in many ways is a symbolic event designed to send a strong message of international support to
governments as they make major decisions about national and international actiordagatashange. The
Colleges view thevent as a unique opportunity to support global action to mitigemate change, but also to
encourage concerted effort s omynuntiésito reaidce endrgy coGsamppon s
and environmental footprints.

The Coll egdsid ySuCsotoaridnanbat or, James Landi, explain
Colleges totatarbonfootprint, and emissions from heat plus that from electricity production equate to 2/3 of
the Coll egesd tot al c alirgbes on tofpand dutpthatithe Cqollegésihave bden h u g
actively engaged in curbing energy consumption, and continue to take real action in the effort to curb the
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Coll eges emissions. He a dds ,comnindyratehl rebsonualeer tpkevae st
first step or continue to actively reduce our pe
Learn more about the Coll eges HWS Goes Green Pro

www.hws.edu/abot/green, and turn off your lights Saturday March 28, 2009 from 8€380.

FLIEvents

April 2, 6:00 pm, Skaneateles Library Association (49 E. Genesee St., Skaneateles)

Monitoring and Modeling: How Skaneateles Watershed Speaks Through Streanukdov aad $ol

Soni M. Pradhanang, SUNY College of Environmental Science and Forestry Ph. D. candidate

What are the cumulative impacts of land use in the Skaneateles Lake watershed? How does stream flow
correlate with sediment, nutrient, and pesticide inptite lake? In this presentation, Soni Pradhanang will
speak about her current studies in assessing the effectiveness of agricultural best management practices in
nutrients and sediments of Skaneateles Lake watershed. In addition to her water geatiti,r&€sni will

present her preliminary analysis of the variations in surface and groundwater temperature in forested and
agricultural watersheds. Program participants wi
become more awaref how stream monitoring can be used to create nutrient loading models for an entire
watershed. Soni hopes that her work in the Skaneateles Lake watershed can help her attain her personal go:
apply her hydrologic research in places like Nepal, her haouatry. This event is free and open to the public.

The Finger Lakes community is invited to celebrate Earth Week Mithart and William

Smith Colleges
Directions to the campus locafionghese eventsan be found dittp://www.hws.edu/about/campus_maps.aspx

April 20, 7:30 pm, HWSLibrary Geneva Room

HWS Green Progress Report

Come listen in as our campusisgivehdn@ r o0gr e e n 60 haseHW3edn daing? Havihey Ho w
improved in the past year? What ctreydo better? Panelists frotine HWScampus and abroad will give
feedback on howHWShasbeengoing green. Adiencemembersvill be encouragedo give their inputs and
guestions as wellhis event is free and open to the public.

April 22, 7:30 pm, HWSLibrary Sanford Room

Panel Discussilarcal Foods Perspectives

Soonsored biHWS Campus Greens and the Finger Lakes Institute

The Local Foods movement is growing rapidly in our region, especidlyinawt b oo ks | i ke Mi
Omni v or e dhave @oavibded factseabout where our food comes from. Join us\astaletwo short fims

and discuss the local footbvement ithe Finger Lads region. Our panelists will inclugeentWilliam Smith
graduate ChristnthestMod&retl | Pro®d8i, Basmet 0609, | ocal
Community Garden advocate Virginia Torruellais event is free and open to the public.

April 23, 5:00 pm, HWS Campus Albright Auditorium

What Can Individuals do to Deal with Globa&@t€lhange When They Aren't Authorized to Negotiate with World
Governments?

Dr. Stephen Schneider, Climatologist

Sponsored by the Finger Lakes Institute, HWS Environmental Studies Program, HWS Geoscience Departme
HWS Campus Greens

Stephen H. Schneids the Melvin and Joan Lane Professor for Interdisciplinary
Environmental Studies, Professor of Biology, and a Senior Fellow in the Woods
Institute for the Environment at Stanford University. He served as an NCAR scien
from 19731996, where he cdounded the Climate Project. He focuses on climate
change science, integrated assessment of ecological and economic impacts of
humarnduced climate change, and identifying viable climate policies and
technological solutions. He has consulted for federakcaggeand White House

staff in six administrations. Involved with the IPCC since 1988, he was
Coordinating Lead Author, WG Il, Chapter 19, "Assessing Key Vulnerabilities and
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