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Funding Announcement 
 

Triad Foundation Supports FLI’s Sustainable Economic Development Initiatives 
Triad Foundation of Ithaca New York has awarded a grant of $30,000 to support the Finger Lakes Institute’s 
new initiative for Sustainable Economic Development. The initiative will integrate and expand upon three distinct 
but inter-related activities currently underway at the Institute: monitoring water quality, analyzing land use and 
working with communities as they institute sustainable land use policies.  

The FLI widely publicizes the results of its ongoing lake research, working with dozens of regional groups 
to understand the implications of its scientific findings. This research is defining the types of impairments causing a 
decline in water quality and the relevant correlations to surrounding land use. To better understand this 
relationship, the FLI utilizes geospatial information technology to further visualize and interpret the patterns, 
connections, and trends between land use and lake health. According to Institute Director Marion Balyszak 
“Water quality conditions indicate that it will be increasingly critical for communities to understand how local 
land use policy affects the environment and by extension sustainable economic development.” 

This new initiative with partial support from the Triad Foundation will further the Institute’s research and 
educational efforts regarding the relationship between water quality and land use, supporting broader-based 
forums for communities to share information and link to resources that were the focus of recent conferences on 
òUnifying Economic Development and the Environmentó and “Land Use in the Finger Lakes”. “Sustainable 
environmental stewardship of the Finger Lakes region will depend upon building the capacity of local 
communities to make informed decisions that will improve water quality while also promoting the region’s 
economic potential” said Balyszak.  

As part of the Institute’s Sustainable Economic Initiative, work will continue with community leaders, elected 
officials, policy makers, planning boards and the public to promote discussions about sustainable economic 
environmental initiatives that can involve the creation of effective land use strategies tailored to local 
circumstances, sustainable economic development, job creation and green industries. 
 

Research 
 

Synergy in Science Research  
Posted to HWS Daily Update on Tuesday, April 28, 2009 
 

In science, synergy is often a guiding principle. At Hobart and 
William Smith Colleges, four science faculty members in three 
different departments are capitalizing on this concept. With a 
$418,430 grant from the National Science Foundation' s Major 
Research Instrumentation Program, Meghan Brown (Biology), Tara 
Curtin (Geoscience), Neil Laird (Geoscience) and Stina Bridgeman 
(Computer Science) are collaborating on an interdisciplinary study of 
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http://web.hws.edu/news/experts/displayexpert.asp?expertid=62
http://campus.hws.edu/academic/popup.asp?id=77
http://campus.hws.edu/academic/popup.asp?id=77
http://web.hws.edu/news/experts/displayexpert.asp?expertid=58
http://math.hws.edu/bridgeman/


2 

 

our very own Seneca Lake. 
The grant monies are being used to purchase state-of-the-art instrumentation to create a network of 

seven sites in northern Seneca Lake. This instrument network will be used to investigate the reproduction of the 
non-native fish hook water flea in concert with meteorological conditions, internal lake circulations, and 
sedimentation processes. Each of the four faculty members will bring their expertise to the investigation. 
"This study will bridge together the disciplines of ecology, limnology, meteorology, and computer science to 
better understand the establishment and spread of non-native species," says Meghan Brown, assistant professor 
of biology. "Ultimately, through publications, presentations, and meetings with state and federal agencies our 
work will contribute to preventing the spread and negative impacts of invasive species." 
The funds will also create research opportunities for many students. The professors from each of the three 
departments will include aspects of the research into their courses, as well as taking on independent study and 
summer research students. Brown says, "Students will gain hands-on experience with field and laboratory 
methods, data management, and data analysis and interpretation in a framework of integrated 
interdisciplinary research." 

The fact that the Colleges received funding from the highly competitive National Science Foundation is 
impressive. "The fact that we have succeeded in this major competition speaks to the fact that the scientific 
research being done at HWS is considered some of the very best in the country" says Brown. 
 

Bottom water Phosphates and suspended sediment in southern Cayuga Lake 
By John D Halfman and Prabighya Basnet (WSõ09) 
 

Water quality is critical to the health, well being and economy 
of the region. In 2005, the Finger Lakes Institute initiated a 
water quality survey of the eastern Finger Lakes, Otisco (since 
2008), Skaneateles, Owasco, Cayuga, Seneca, Keuka, 
Canandaigua and Honeoye Lakes. The survey’s annual water 
quality ranking indicated that Cayuga Lake moved from a 
middle ranking in 2005 to 2nd worst in 2006, and remained 
2nd worst in 2007 and 2008 (Fig. 1; Halfman and O’Neill, 
2009). The ranking is based on monthly secchi disk depths and 
surface water analyses for total coliform and E. coli bacteria 
(only in 2005), chlorophyll-a (algae concentrations), nutrient 
concentrations (total phosphates since 2006, soluble reactive 
phosphates, nitrates and dissolved silica), and suspended 
sediment concentrations from at least two mid-lake, deep-water 
sites in each lake. The water quality degradation in Cayuga 
Lake is disturbing and consistent with documented impairment of 
the lake’s southern end…..Read the Full Report…. 
 

Water Quality of the Finger Lakes: 2005-2008 
By John D. Halfman and Kerry OõNeill (WS õ08) 
 

A preliminary water quality survey, conducted in 2005 and published in 2006 under the direction of Dr. John 
Halfman, Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Smith Colleges, ranked water quality parameters for 
Skaneateles, Owasco, Cayuga, Seneca, Keuka, Canandaigua and Honeoye Lakes (Fig. 2, Halfman and Bush, 
2006). These lakes were selected because they span the diversity of land use activities and bedrock geologies 
in the region, they contain 98% of the water in the Finger Lakes, and they are closest to the Colleges in 
Geneva, NY. The ranking was based on monthly surface water samples, CTD profiles and secchi disk depths 
from at least two mid-lake, deep-water sites in each lake. Water samples were analyzed for total coliform and 
E. coli bacteria, algae concentrations (chlorophyll-a), nutrient concentrations (dissolved phosphates, nitrates and 
silica), and suspended sediment concentrations….Read the Full Report…. 
 
 
 

http://people.hws.edu/halfman/Data/Cayuga%202009%20Report.pdf
http://fli.hws.edu/pdf/Halfmanreport05-08.pdf


3 

 

Zhu to Research Keuka Lake 
Posted to the HWS Daily Update Saturday, April 04, 2009 
 

Bin Zhu, Ph.D., research scientist at the Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Smith Colleges, will conduct 
research on aquatic plants in Keuka Lake this summer with funding support from the Yates County Soil & Water 
Conservation District, the Keuka Lake Association and the Finger Lakes - Lake Ontario Watershed Protection 
Alliance. 

"I am excited to expand this research in the Finger Lakes to meet the specific needs of regional partners 
who must address the growing prevalence of aquatic plants, especially invasive species."  Zhu says. In the past 
two summers, he has investigated aquatic plant communities including Eurasian water milfoil and curly-leaf 
pondweed in five eastern Finger Lakes from Otisco Lake to Seneca Lake. The research in Keuka Lake will 
provide more critical information about current distribution, composition, and abundance of native and invasive 
aquatic plants in the Finger Lakes. "Too many aquatic plants can degrade water quality and invasive plants can 
out-compete native species and impede recreation."  

For the Keuka Lake project, Zhu will conduct a two-day survey of aquatic plants using rake sampling at 
30 to 40 sites on the lake to compare the current composition and abundance of aquatic plant communities with 
historical data. "Changes in aquatic plant communities can reflect water quality changes in lakes," he explains, 
noting the last systematic studies referencing aquatic plants in Keuka Lake was between two and three decades 
ago. "Therefore, it is necessary to conduct aquatic plant research right now." Zhu's findings will be provided in a 
report following the completion of the survey. 

District Manager James Balyszak states, "The updated survey will provide more current information for 
the District and other stakeholders concerned about the health of Keuka Lake to better address water quality 
priorities. Right now, we only have the outdated survey, making it difficult to plan for new lake and watershed 
priorities."  Zhu received $3,000 funding support. In-kind assistance will also be provided by the Institute, the 
District and Keuka Lake Association volunteers to support the planned research. 
Since joining the Finger Lakes Institute's staff in 2006, Zhu has received more than $150,000 in research grants 
from various agencies including the New York State Great Lakes Protection Fund small and large grants 
programs, Independent College Fund- Bristol Myers Squibb Foundation, New York State, Skaneateles Lake 
Milfoil Eradication Corporation and Syracuse University, and county agencies such as Ontario County Water 
Resources Council.  

The Finger Lakes Institute, a signature program of Hobart and William Smith Colleges since 2004, 
conducts environmental research on the 11 Finger Lakes of central and western New York State along with 
outreach and education about the Finger Lakes environment. Keuka Lake is one of eight lakes studied annually 
since 2005. 

   

Education Outreach 
 

Nine Teachers are Trained for Science on Seneca 
On Saturday April 25, nine teachers from the Finger Lakes 
region attended the biannual training for Science on Seneca 
(SOS). The weather cooperated as the teachers embarked on 
a three hour training session on-board the William Scandling 
research vessel on Seneca Lake. The teachers learned about 
the physical, chemical, and biological facets of the Seneca 
Lake environment from HWS Professors John Halfman 
(Geosciences), Christine DeDenus (Chemistry), and Meghan 
Brown (Biology). After the session on the research vessel the 
teachers arrived at the Finger Lakes Institute for lunch and 
more in-depth lessons about the lake environment.  These 
teachers, along with the 500 other teachers that have been 
trained over the years for SOS, are now able to bring 
their science students back to HWS campus for a Science 
on Seneca field trip experience. Visit the SOS website for more information.  

Photo by Kevin Colton 

http://people.hws.edu/Halfman/
http://web.hws.edu/news/experts/displayexpert.asp?expertid=18
http://web.hws.edu/news/experts/displayexpert.asp?expertid=62
http://web.hws.edu/news/experts/displayexpert.asp?expertid=62
http://fli.hws.edu/sos/
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Community Outreach and Public Service 
 

Bonner Leader for Environmental Outreach Position Opening 
The Bonner Leader will be an “Ambassador” representing Hobart and William Smith Colleges (HWS), the Finger 
Lakes Institute (FLI), and The Center for Community Engagement and Service Learning (CCESL) in their mission to 
promote and foster education, outreach and community engagement programs that connect the Finger Lakes 
environment with numerous stakeholders, educators, and students in the region. Additionally, the Bonner Leader 
for Environmental Outreach will be responsible for connecting with student groups, such as the Green’s House, 
Campus Greens, HWS Sustainability Coordinator, and professional societies at HWS to raise awareness campus-
wide about the incredible assets provided by the Finger Lakes and the environmental issues facing the region. 
Focus areas for environmental outreach include, but are not limited to, watershed protection, invasive species 
management, natural resource management, energy conservation, topics of unique scientific research, and waste 
management. The Bonner Leader will be a full time student enrolled at Hobart and William Smith Colleges and 
ideally in their Junior or Senior year. They will be expected to work approximately 10 hours per week under the 
direction of the Finger Lakes Institute’s Community and Education Outreach Coordinators but also with the CCESL 
staff (Sarah Entenmann)and other Bonner Leaders to assist in making service connections between HWS students 
and the community around environmental issues. They will be based primarily at the FLI, although there will be 
some travel to related events, schools, and conferences in the region to assist with education and outreach.  

HWS students interested in applying for the Bonner Leader for Environmental Outreach position must 
submit an application by Tuesday, May 5, 2009. A full position description and application can be found on the 
Finger Lakes Institute homepage. 
 

Rayza Reports 
Rayza Santiago WS õ09 is a student ambassador representing HWS, the FLI, and the HWS Center for Community Engagement and 
Service-Learning in their mission to promote and foster education, outreach and community engagement programs that connect the Finger 
Lakes environment with numerous stakeholders, educators, and students in the region. Her recent projects includeé 
 

In March of 2009, an online survey was sent out by email to the 
Hobart and William Smith Campus community. The survey was sent out 
to gauge current knowledge, interest, and desires concerning local 
foods and their place on our campus. Hopefully, the data collected 
and analyzed from this survey will be used to further the local foods 
initiative on the Hobart and William Smith campus.  The survey had 
nine total questions including some with comment fields and some that 
allowed for more than one answer. Total finished responses totaled 
569 for the survey, although a few more started the survey but never 
finished. The percentages in the analysis reflect this change in total. 

The first two questions were used to identify the gender and 
position on campus of respondents. They asked the survey-taker to 
select between male or female and student or 
faculty/staff/administrator. The overwhelming majority of survey-
takers, 51%, were female students followed closely by female 
faculty/staff/administrators at 20% and male students at 19%.  
When asked if they would like to incorporate more local foods in 
campus dining menus, almost all respondents said “yes.” Only 1% said 
they would not want to see more local foods on campus while 7% 
were undecided. See figure 1. This statistic is very useful when 
presenting the idea of local foods to the campus and campus administrators because it reflects the desires of 
those who eat in campus dining areas. When asked their reasoning for this overwhelmingly positive response, 
survey-takers cited the “environment”, “economy” and “health” as their three main reasons.  Those that chose 
“Other” were given the opportunity to write in their own reasons. A major portion of those free-written comments 
were, once again, positive towards local foods and tended to emphasize both taste and support for the 
community economic system.   

94%

1%5%

Figure 1:
Would you like to have more 
local foods incorporated into 

campus dining menus?
HWS Students Only

Yes No Undecided

http://fli.hws.edu/
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When asked how much extra they would be willing to pay 
per meal for local foods and/or ingredients, 44% said they would 
pay “Between $1 and $3” extra per meal.  The rest of the 
responses were pretty even as to how much people were willing to 
pay.  The answered varied between “nothing” and “more than $5.”  
See figure 2.  Conversely, most survey-takers indicated that they 
would both “buy more” and “eat more” as their way of supporting 
local foods on campus.  The third response, “pay more,” received 
the least amount of responses from survey-takers.  In an effort to 
understand where most campus members bought the majority of 
their food for meals, four responses were available for survey-
takers to choose, including a space for their own additional 
comments.  An equal majority stated that they got the majority of 
their meals from campus dining areas or Wegmans, Tops, Byrne 
Dairy, etc.  Some of the “other” responses received were Wegmans 
again, Community Shared Agriculture programs, and Wal-Mart.  
Also, many of the “other” responses showed that many buy from 
Farmer’s Markets in towns other than Geneva, like Ithaca and 
Canandaigua, for example. Please note that because of an 
unforeseen error in the data, the percentages were taken from 445 
responses instead of the entire 569. 

The next question was an attempt to see how often many people on campus, on average, eat at campus 
dining areas. The results were pretty even across the board, ranging from “1-3 times a month” to “more than 8 
times a week” which had the majority at 29% of respondents. Only 5% said they “never” eat on campus.  
Finally, the last question asked survey-takers to express their opinions on whether they liked organic over local 
foods, local over organic foods, equally, or neither.  50% said they enjoyed both “equally” while 33% said they 
liked “local over organic foods.” 11.5% chose organic over local and 5.5% said neither.   

The survey attempted to gauge interest and desires of the Hobart and William Smith campus community 
with regards to local foods. This survey provided a decent representation of the campus community’s ideas about 
local foods and will hopefully be used to back up any future projects having to do with the local foods initiative 
on our campus.   

For a more detailed report with diagrams, email Rayza Santiago at rayza.santiago@hws.edu.  
 

Light an LED for the Lakes: Go Green with a New Ring of Light  
A number of recently held water quality meetings throughout the Finger 

Lakes region have included discussions about the pending summer celebrations 
around Memorial Day, Independence Day and Labor Day.  For many years it 
has been common practice to create a “Ring of Fire”, lighting highway safety 
flares purchased in numbers from local vendors, lake associations and tourism 
centers to frame the lake shorelines with the red glow as a spectacular finale.   

With the first of the “big three” celebrations coming up this month, it 
bears noting that our spectacular Rings of Fire are actually contributing to the 
pollution of our beautiful lakes and even groundwater. In particular they are 
an added source of phosphorus, fostering such conditions as algal growth and 
enhanced aquatic macrophytes or “weeds” that lakeshore property owners, 
tourists and recreational users of our lakes express increasing concerns about.  
Additionally, burning flares contributes to air pollution and greenhouse gases 
(ultimately become water quality issues) as they burn. Also, it is important to 
note that the manufacture of flares includes perchlorate, a serious threat to 
human health and water resources with over 200,000 pounds (3.6 grams each) 
of this pollutant leaching annually into our environment from the 20-40 million 
highway safety flares sold each year. Perchlorate greatly impacts human 
health by interfering with iodide uptake into the thyroid gland. Ring of Fire on Conesus Lake 

16%

16%

44%

14%

10%

Figure 2: 
How much more would you be 
willing to pay per meal for local 

foods and/or ingredients?
HWS Students Only

Nothing Less than $1

Between $1 and $3 Between $4 and $5

More than $5

mailto:rayza.santiago@hws.edu
http://www.flickr.com/photos/julesz/2645167850/
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So, why not begin a new tradition around the lakes, choosing to light one or more LED lights, promoting a 
new ring of light by going green. Light-Emitting Diode (LED) Bulbs in flashlights or lanterns won’t add phosphorus 
or perchlorate to the lakes, nor contribute to greenhouse gases. Greener is the rechargeable batteries or 
reduced amount of electricity the lights use. Also, they can be used over and over, lasting 100 times longer than 
incandescent bulbs and use one-tenth of the energy making them a solid investment. And after your celebration, 
they can continue to provide sustainable, environmentally-friendly service in your household, even red bulbs can 
be purchased if you crave that red glow.  Thinking innovatively, the sale of these lights could even become your 
next fundraiser, combining celebration with protecting our beautiful Finger Lakes. So Light an LED for the Lakes! 
Some alternatives too burning flares: 

¶ Paper or Nylon solar powered LED Patio Lantern  

¶ Solar LED Camping Lantern   

¶ String of red LED Christmas Lights  

 
 
New NYSDEC Educational Campaign and Website Launched to Help Protect Water Quality 
NYSDEC Original Press Release http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/45813.html  
 

Do NOT Flush or Pour Unwanted, Unused or Expired Medications down the Drain 
A new initiative to help reduce the growing presence of pharmaceuticals in water bodies is being launched 
today by the New York State Department of Environmental Conservation (DEC), Commissioner Pete Grannis 
announced. The "Don't Flush Your Drugs" campaign and website, http://www.dontflushyourdrugs.net/, will help 
raise public awareness and provide information about how to dispose of medicines properly to help prevent 
problems with water quality in the future. 
 

Why Not Flush? 
Flushed medications can get into our lakes, rivers and streams 

Pharmaceuticals enter our wastewater from a variety of sources 
including the flushing of unused medications. A nationwide study 
done in 1999 and 2000 by the United States Geological Survey 
(USGS) found low levels of drugs such as antibiotics, hormones, 
contraceptives and steroids in 80% of the rivers and streams 
tested.  

Fish and other aquatic wildlife are being adversely affected 
A number of studies have shown impacts on aquatic life. For 
example, male fish have been feminized (produced eggs) when 
exposed to hormones (birth control pills). Other drugs, such as 
anti-depressants and beta-blockers, reduce fertility or affect 
spawning in certain aquatic organisms.  

Drug-resistant bacteria might develop 
Long-term exposure to low levels of antibiotics might result in the 
evolution of, or selection for, drug-resistant microbes and 
bacteria. 
  
How To Dispose Of Drugs Safely:  
For Households and Individual Consumers 

Where available, take your medications to a local collection event.  
Contact your local pharmacy, recycling coordinator, or 
municipality to find out if there is a household hazardous waste 
collection* near you. While waiting for a collection event, keep all medications in a safe, secure place in your home 
out of reach of children. 

* Important information regarding controlled substances: 
To guard against unauthorized use of controlled substance medications, the NYS Department of Health must 
approve events that collect these substances. Before you take controlled substances to a collection event check with 
the event organizers to see if they are authorized to accept them. 

If there is no collection event in your area, dispose of drugs in your household trash. 
Before placing in the trash, follow these steps: 

http://www.dec.ny.gov/press/45813.html
http://www.dontflushyourdrugs.net/
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8511.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8780.html
http://www.dec.ny.gov/chemical/8780.html


7 

 

¶ To avoid accidental or intentional misuse of drugs, treat medications (liquids and pills) by adding water and then 
salt, ashes, dirt, cat litter, coffee grounds, or another undesirable substance.  

¶ Hide all medications in an outer container, such as sealable bag, box or plastic tub to prevent discovery and 
removal from the trash. Seal the container with strong tape.  

¶ Dispose of drugs as close to your trash collection day as possible to avoid misuse and/or misdirection.  

¶ Do not conceal discarded drugs in food to prevent consumption by scavenging humans, pets or wildlife.  
Note: Be careful in handling medications. Some drugs can cause harm if handled by people other than those to whom they 

were prescribed. Also, avoid crushing pills as some medications can be harmful in powder form. 
Medications self-administered by injection with a needle or "sharp" may be disposed of in the trash. 

If such medications include an attached needle, they should be placed in a puncture proof container, sealed with 
tape and labeled as "sharps." However, the state strongly recommends that medications with attached needles be 
disposed of at hospital-based household sharps collection programs. All hospitals in New York State (except for 
federal facilities) are required to collect sharps from households. 

Medications without attached needles may be disposed of in household trash as described above. 

 

Techniques for Evaluating Water Resources in the Finger Lakes 
The Finger Lakes Institute, United States Geological Survey (USGS), and Finger 
Lakes-Lake Ontario Watershed Protection Alliance (FLLOWPA) will co-sponsor 
a conference on Tuesday, October 13, 2009 in the Vandervort Room on the 
Hobart and William Smith Colleges campus in Geneva, NY. The conference will 
highlight techniques for evaluating water resources in the Finger Lakes and 
provide opportunities to share data and experiences with peers.  

In preparation for the conference, abstracts are accepted for oral 
presentations and posters in the conference agenda. Potential themes include 
but are not limited to: surface and groundwater sampling/monitoring; analytical 
techniques; watershed management; non-point source pollution prevention; best 
management practices; and public participation/education. 

For more information, call FL-LOWPA’s Kristy LaManche at (315) 673-
7148 or USGS’s Ed Bugliosi at (607) 266-0217. 
Calling for Abstracts 

Please submit an abstract of your project by electronic mail to klamanche@twcny.rr.com by May 1, 
2009. Please include the following information: 

1. Title 
2. Author 
3. Agency 
4. Address 
5. Email, Phone 
6. Presentation Format (Oral or Poster) 
7. Abstract (not to exceed 250 words) 

 

A Water Workshop for Real Estate Professionals 
The Seneca Lake Area Partners in 5 Counties (SLAP-5) and Ontario County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(Ontario SWCD) have coordinated a Water Workshop for Real Estate Professionals for Tuesday, May 26 at the 
Elks Club in Seneca Falls, NY.  

Real estate professionals participating in this full-day program will learn:  

¶ to identify plants growing on a vacant lot that may help detect possible groundwater/soil problems; 

¶ how water wells work, how to take accurate samples for testing, and what can be done to clean and 
rejuvenate a well; 

¶ about onsite wastewater treatment (septic) systems, what an inspector will look for, maintenance 
issues, and technological approaches to difficult sites; and 

¶ about the Department of Environmental Conservation’s stormwater management requirements for 
building lots, steps to improve stormwater management, and maintenance issues on dwelling sites. 

mailto:klamanche@twcny.rr.com
http://ontswcd.com/index.htm
http://ontswcd.com/index.htm
http://www.usgs.gov/
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This program has been approved for 5.5 Continuing Education Unit Credits by the NYS Department of 
State. Registration for this event is due by May 15, 2009 and costs $45.00. For a registration form or more 
details about this program, contact Edith Davey at (585) 396-0137 or email ontswcd5@rochester.rr.com. 

  

Hemlock Woolly Adelgid has arrived!  
By Mark Whitmore, Cornell Dept of Natural Resources 
 

The Hemlock Woolly Adelgid (HWA), Adelges tsugae, is 
here! It was detected for the first time in the Finger 
Lakes in 2008. The HWA is an invasive forest pest 
imported from Asia that has been killing Hemlock trees 
on the east coast, often eliminating them in entire 
watersheds. It is a tiny aphid-like insect that forms waxy 
wool on Hemlock twigs at the base of the needles. The 
HWA will infest Hemlocks of all sizes and is readily 
detected on lower branches in winter and spring. 

There are no area wide treatments for the HWA 
in Hemlock forests at this time. The only practical options 
are for the treatment of individual trees. Chemical 
treatment of urban or landscaping trees is effective and 
long-lasting. However, tactics for area wide control in 
forests that are currently under investigation, such as 
biological control and pathogenic fungi, will take time to 
fully develop and implement. We need to slow the spread of this devastating pest to buy the time necessary to 
complete these projects. Researchers at Cornell University, NYS Dept. of Environmental Conservation, and the US 
Forest Service are trying to determine the full extent of the HWA’s distribution in the Finger Lakes. 

We would like anyone capable of recognizing the HWA to report BOTH positive and negative sightings. 
If you wish to volunteer with others organized by Cornell Plantations to inspect important local Hemlock forests 
please go to: http://www.plantations.cornell.edu/ourgardens/natural-areas/invasive/hemlock-woolly-adelgid. 

To report positive and negative sightings and to find further information about the HWA please visit: 
www.nyshwa.info. 
 

FLI May Events 
 

May 19, 6:00pm, Finger Lakes Institute Classroom 
Collection Fever and Scientific Adventurers 
Sarah Meyer, FLI Community Outreach Coordinator 
Interested in local history and science? Intrigued by the connections they have to world history? Many early 
explorers and scientific adventurers from the early 19th century, such as Emmeline Moore, the Folwell Family, 
Edward Birge, Henry Saltwell, Anna Comstock, Frank Pugsley to name only a few, have been overshadowed by 
more noteworthy names and affiliations. Yet, in this presentation Sarah Meyer will highlight their accomplishments 
and give recognition to their and other contributions to Finger Lakes research. Participants in this program will be 
introduced to the roots of natural sciences in the Finger Lakes and how they grew from self taught botanists and 
geological enthusiasts to regional historical landmarks and close relationships with Charles Darwin. After this 
program, participants will enjoy refreshments in the Finger Lakes Institute Exhibit Area. This event is free and 
open to the public. 
 
May 27, 6:00pm, Finger Lakes Institute Classroom 
Greening for the Greater Good: A Demonstration Rain Garden at the FLI 
Sarah Meyer, FLI Community Outreach Coordinator 
A rain garden is a shallow depression designed to capture and soak up stormwater runoff. The Finger Lakes 
Institute will install a new demonstration rain garden in its back lawn this month. In this two-part program series, 
Sarah Meyer will provide a presentation to citizens about how they can protect water quality andenhance their 

mailto:ontswcd5@rochester.rr.com
http://www.plantations.cornell.edu/ourgardens/natural-areas/invasive/hemlock-woolly-adelgid
http://www.nyshwa.info/
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home landscape with a rain garden. Meyer will describe the step-by-step approach taken at the FLI to create its 
demonstration rain garden. In this presentation, participants will learn about stormwater runoff, the benefits of a 
rain garden, the methods for planning, designing and sizing a rain garden, plant selection, and garden 
maintenance. Volunteers are needed to help plant the rain garden on May 30. This event is free and open to the 
public.  
 
May 30, 9:00 am, Finger Lakes Institute Classroom 
Greening for the Greater Good: Demonstration Rain Garden Planting 
Sarah Meyer, FLI Community Outreach Coordinator 
Interested citizens are encouraged to attend the May 27 evening rain garden presentation to receive valuable 
information about remediating stormwater runoff by installing a rain garden on their home property. During the 
morning rain garden planting on May 30, volunteers will plant the Finger Lakes Institute demonstration rain 
garden. Sarah Meyer will provide a brief background of the rain garden project with descriptions of the 
selected plants and designed layout. Volunteers will experience the rain garden installation by laying a dry 
creek bed and planting suitable native flowering plants. Volunteers are asked to bring hand tools and garden 
gloves if available as some gardening tools will be provided by HWS. Volunteers will be provided lunch and an 
opportunity to win door prizes! This event is free and open to the public. Approximately 10 committed volunteers 
are needed for this event. Please sign up by emailing smeyer@hws.edu.  
 

 
The Finger Lakes Institute at Hobart and William Smith Colleges 
Email: fli@hws.edu 
Web: http://fli.hws.edu/  
Find Us: http://fli.hws.edu/findus.asp  
 

mailto:smeyer@hws.edu
mailto:fli@hws.edu
http://fli.hws.edu/
http://fli.hws.edu/findus.asp

